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Criticism and courage  

by Edson Nery da Fonseca  

In Diário de Pernambuco newspaper, writer and journalist Edson Nery da Fonseca 
praises Olavo de Carvalho for having reestablished the tradition of courageous 

cultural criticism. 

Diário de Pernambuco (Recife), May 17, 1997 



  

 
 
 



Olavo de Carvalho: thinker of a new time 
 

by Zora Seljan  
 

According to the literary journal Jornal de Letras, Olavo de Carvalho is a Brazilian 
writer who truly deserves to be called a “thinker”: his works have renewed the 

prestige of true philosophical thought in Brazil; his writings on Aristotle aim at a 
restoration of the Aristotelian philosophy of culture, and his interview, they say, is 

a declaration of principles.  
 

In this interview, Olavo de Carvalho argues that a philosopher is a person who 
believes in the human capacity to understand reality and dedicates his life to such 

endeavor.  
 

Jornal de Letras (Rio de Janeiro), July 2000 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The place of moral laws in an era of relativism 

by Mario Sergio Cortella  

 Folha de São Paulo newspaper reports the debate between Olavo de Carvalho and 
the theologian Carlos Josaphat.  

Folha de São Paulo (S. Paulo), October 25, 1998 



 



A wrong report leads to a scandal 

by Elizabeth Orsini  

O Globo newspaper reports the controversy between Olavo de Carvalho and SBPC 
(Brazilian Society for the Progress of Science). 

O Globo (Rio de Janeiro), December 27, 1994 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Master Olavo 

by Ipojuca Pontes  

Ipojuca Pontes writes a critical review of Olavo de Carvalho’s books and works. 

Jornal da Tarde (S. Paulo), April 27, 2001  



   



Accidental Philosopher 

by Rachel Bertol 

O Globo newspaper announces that Olavo de Carvalho will be a weekly columnist 
for the paper. 

O Globo (Rio de Janeiro), May 25, 2000 



  



General theory of the Collective Imbecile 

by Wagner Carelli  

In July 1997, the cover of the República magazine featured Olavo de Carvalho’s 
Collective Imbecile. In a nine-page reportage, the magazine was highly complimentary 

about the philosopher’s intellectual achievements. República regards him as being 
“nowadays the critic and interpreter with the greatest knowledge of the Brazilian 

and universal cultures, in tireless, productive, and steady activity”. With 
“devastating critique and endless compassion”, “he is a solitary intellectual, a lone 

ranger of thought, fast and infallible in his criticism”. 

República (S. Paulo), July 1997 

 



 



 
 



 
 















 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



The misery of materialism 

by Reinaldo Azevedo, Fábio Santos and Michael Laub 

In the opening of this five-page interview, Olavo de Carvalho is described as 
perhaps the most distinguished thinker in contemporary Brazil, and as a scholar 

whose appreciation for freedom of thought has kept him outside of Brazilian 
universities and hence outside of the conventional academic establishment that 

tends to inhibit true intellectual work. Olavo de Carvalho is said to be the author 
of a dozen books; the publisher of a valuable collection of books which intended 
to offer Brazilian readers access to many important writers whose works had not 
yet been published in Portuguese; the editor of the Collected Essays of Otto Maria 

Carpeaux, an Austro-Brazilian writer whose monumental work on universal 
literature has put him among the greatest geniuses of literary criticism; and a 

contributor to several periodicals, including the Bravo! magazine.    

República (S. Paulo), February 2000 

















 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Whatever it takes: scholar remains firm in his unorthodox opinions 

by Gazeta do Povo  

Besides the interview, which touches on issues such as communism, media, and 
society in Brazil, Gazeta do Povo newspaper makes some remarks about Olavo de 

Carvalho’s thought. According to them, the philosopher’s work represents the 
defense of the capacity and autonomy of the individual consciousness in the face 

of the objective reality in which truth exists.  They also note that De Carvalho sees 
in human values and traditions the key to the resolution of many of the 

contemporary problems we face, and that in his book The Collective Imbecile he 
provides a devastating critique against collectivistic, relativistic, and historicist 
ideologies that have plagued the Brazilian intellectual circles. Such critique has 

provoked a great deal of animosity against Olavo de Carvalho especially among 
those who were his targets. 

Gazeta do Povo (Curitiba), June 20, 2004 





The great conservative: scholar sees communist dominance in Brazil in the 
last thirty years 

by Gazeta do Povo  

In this reportage, Gazeta do Povo describes Olavo de Carvalho as one of the very 
few Brazilian scholars who define themselves as conservatives. The philosopher 
follows the lineage of Plato, Aristotle, and Thomas Aquinas, and is said to be a 

conservative in the sense of one who wants to conserve the values of civilization, 
rather than a conservative in the Brazilian meaning of the term: a person who 

wants to conserve his unjust privileges. The newspaper informs the reader that 
Olavo de Carvalho has just moved into Curitiba – where the headquarter of the 

publication is located – because most of his professional activities have 
increasingly taken place in that southern city – which included, among others, 

courses taught at the Catholic University of Paraná (PUC-PR), and lectures 
delivered at the Paraná Chamber of Commerce and at private companies. Gazeta 

do Povo also points out that Olavo de Carvalho has become one of the harshest 
critics of the Brazilian left. According to the thinker, in the last thirty years 

communism has been the only political force to build a strong foothold in Brazil. 

Gazeta do Povo (Curitiba), January 25, 2004 

 
 







Back to Aristotle 

by Fernanda D’Oliveira  

Fernando d’Oliveira writes a critical review of Olavo de Carvalho’s book on 
Aristotle for the newspaper Diário de Pernambuco. 

Diário de Pernambuco (Recife), March 5, 1997 





 The leftist intelligentsia and the neoliberal New Order 
 

By Angelo Monteiro 
 

In this interview, Olavo de Carvalho argues that in the post-Cold War world the 
triumph of capitalism goes along with increased control of the private lives of the 

individuals, restricting their freedom to act and even to think. 
 

Diário de Pernambuco (Recife), March 8, 1997





Brazilian people is heavily conservative 

by Laura Capriglione  

In an interview granted to the newspaper Folha de São Paulo, Olavo de Carvalho 
talks about the Brazilian people’s ingrained conservatism as opposed to Brazilian 

intellectuals’ leftist ideas. 

Folha de São Paulo (S. Paulo), February 15, 2006 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Right face! 

by Marcos Augusto Gonçalves  

Marcos Augusto Gonçalvez writes a critical review on Olavo de Carvalho and 
other Brazilian conservative columnists. 

Folha de São Paulo (S. Paulo), February 15, 2006 





“São Paulo University is the temple of swindle” 

During an interview to the newspaper Folha de São Paulo, Olavo de Carvalho 
criticizes the Brazilian academic establishment.  

Folha de São Paulo (S. Paulo), September 23, 2006 



 



The art of philosophizing 
 

In this interview, Olavo de Carvalho talks about Brazilian intellectual culture and his 
permanent Philosophy Seminar. 

 
Revista da Folha (S. Paulo), September 1-14, 2000 

 



 
 

 



Philosophers 
 

by Paulo Francis 
 

The most important Brazilian cultural critic, Paulo Francis, praises Olavo de Carvalho’s 
diagnoses of the academic intellectual culture.  

 
O Globo (Rio de Janeiro), September 19, 1996 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Carvalho vs. Moderno 
 

by Paulo Francis 
 

Paulo Francis writes about the polemic between Olavo de Carvalho and João Ricardo 
Moderno, the president of Brazilian Philosophy Academy.  

 
O Globo (Rio de Janeiro), December 1, 1996 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A must read 
 

by Paulo Francis 
 

Paulo Francis recommends Olavo de Carvalho’s book on Aristotle to his readers. 
 

O Globo (Rio de Janeiro), January 5, 1997 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Arguments and resentments 

by Antonio Fernando Borges 
 

The newspaper Jornal do Brasil reviews Olavo de Carvalho’s book The Garden of 
Afflictions. 

 
Jornal do Brasil (Rio de Janeiro) January 6, 1996 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



The collective imbecility  

by José Oswaldo de Meira Penna 
 

J.O. Meira Penna, former Brazilian Ambassador to Israel, writer, and president of 
the Liberal Institute of Brasília, writes about Olavo de Carvalho’s work.  

 
Jornal da Tarde (S. Paulo), October, 1996 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Symbolic Dialectics  

by Gilberto Tannus 
 

 Historian Gilberto Tannus reviews Olavo de Carvalho’s The Symbolic Dialectics.  
 

Nosso Jornal (Taquaritinga), June, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Olavo de Carvalho  

by Gilberto Tannus 
 

 Historian Gilberto Tannus writes about Olavo de Carvalho’s work and his 
intellectual importance. 

 
Nosso Jornal (Taquaritinga), July, 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Future of Brazilian Thought 

by Gilberto Tannus 
 

Historian Gilberto Tannus reviews Olavo de Carvalho’s The Future of Brazilian 
Thought.  

 
Nosso Jornal (Taquaritinga), August, 2007 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Essays 

by Joyce Pascowitch 
 

Joyce Pascowitch reviews Olavo de Carvalho’s essay on the movie The Silence on of 
the Lambs, published in his book The Symbolic Dialectics.  

 
Joyce Pascowitch (Rio de Janeiro), August, 2007 
 



 


